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From the spring in the mountains to the mouths of the sea, all is Sirion; and from
its first upwelling even to its passing away when the land was broken in the great
battle, that also is Sirion, and nothing less.
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And other trees there are that stand about, each different in growth and in shape,
according to the chances of their lives, though all be akin, offspring of one yet
older tree and sprung therefore from a single seed of long ago.
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Animalia - Chordata — Mammalia — Carnivora — Felidae - Felis - Felis :210M71
.silvestris catus
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For Men change both their old words for new, and their former manner of speak-
ing for another manner, in their own lifetimes, and not only in the first learning
of speech; and this change comes above all from the very changefulness of E&; or
if you will, from the nature of speech, which is fully living only when it is born, but
when the union of the thought and the sound is fallen into old custom, and the
two are no longer perceived apart, then already the word is dying and joyless, the
sound awaiting some new thought, and the thought eager for some new-patterned
raiment of sound.
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For the Eldar know their tongue, not word by word only, but as a whole: they
know even as they speak not only of what sounds is that word woven which they
are uttering, but of what sounds and sound-patterns is their whole speech at one
time composed.




some-new-pattern-that-he-hasin-mind: Even as a weaver might change a thread
from red to blue, either throughout his web, or in such parts thereof as were
suitable to the new pattern, but not randomly here and there nor only in one
corner.
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thatTget-there: For, of course, the pleasure is not solely concerned with any word,
any ‘sound-pattern + meaning’, by itself, but with its fitness also to a whole style.
Even single notes of a large music may please in their place, but one cannot illus-
trate this pleasure (not even to those who have once heard the music) by repeating
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when the union of the thought and the sound is fallen into old custom, and the two
are no longer perceived apart, then already the word is dying and joyless, the sound
awaiting some new thought, and the thought eager for some new-patterned raiment
of sound.
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But among the Eldar there are many quick ears and subtle minds to hear and
appraise such inventions, and though many be the patterns and devices so made
that prove in the end only pleasing to a few, or to one alone, many others are
welcomed and pass swiftly from mouth to mouth, with laughter or delight or
with solemn thought — as maybe a new jest or new-found saying of wisdom will
pass among men of brighter wit.
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The formation of different languages and of distinct species,and the proofs that
both have been developed through a gradual process, are curiously parallel.

Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man, 1871
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:!(disease of language)

A struggle for life is constantly going on amongst the words and grammatical
forms in each language. The better, the shorter, the easier forms are constantly
gaining the upper hand, and they owe their success to their own inherent virtue.

DINI/AVIDIT :OMVPIVDAN DMWY DIWHONP SW TYRPIEMOID Sw RN v rnsnminw v !
.DMNWiT AN Jovis pater X Dyaus Pitar™d



MY .PITPTA NNV 0757 12 0N SV parn ,pobit K9S wnann mow 533
NX M2 ML r5Yn Sy 77w MIRYY T30 0 MSpm Maypn ,mo i
FTONT MDNS [nnbyn

— Max Miiller, in Nature, 1870
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To these more important causes of the survival of certain words, mere novelty and
fashion may be added; for there is in the mind of man a strong love for slight changes
in all things.
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